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Occupying a building originally 
constructed in 1890 and previously 
used as a Royal Mail sorting 
office, the Smith Centre has been 
beautifully refurbished for our 
Patrons and supporters to enjoy 
when you visit the Science Museum. 

In the Smith Centre, located at the Main 
Entrance of the museum, we have carefully 
restored many of the original features 
and materials – including glazed brick, 
parquet, steel and timber – to create a 
stylish but calming space, complemented 
by displays of carefully selected objects 
from the museum’s collections. 

We invite you to use this space  
to relax with friends and family, enjoy  
a cup of tea or coffee and escape the 
hubbub of the museum. As laptop and 
mobile phone charging points are  
available throughout, you are also  
welcome to use these rooms as a 
workspace during opening hours. 

HOME OF 
PATRONS AND 
SUPPORTERS 
OF THE SCIENCE 
MUSEUM

THE  
SMITH   
CENTRE The Smith Centre would not have been possible without the kind 

generosity of Newton Patrons Sir Martin and Lady Smith OBE.



WHEN CAN I USE  
THE SMITH CENTRE? 
The Smith Centre is open Monday to Friday, 
09.00–17.00, excluding public holidays.

HOW CAN I ACCESS  
THE SMITH CENTRE? 
The Smith Centre is accessible via  
the Main Entrance of the museum, on 
Exhibition Road. Please show your Patrons 
card at the Smith Centre reception desk, 
where our dedicated member of staff  
will be on hand to assist you. 

WHAT IS AVAILABLE  
IN THE SMITH CENTRE? 
Complimentary tea, coffee and water 
are available throughout the day. Some 
of the exceptional new features include 
dedicated workspaces in the Salon, with 
charging points for laptops and mobile 
phones and Wi-Fi throughout. You’ll also 
enjoy a selection of hand-picked historical 
objects from the Science Museum collection,  
including the incredible General Electrical 
Company painting by Terence Cuneo. 

CAN I BRING GUESTS  
WHO ARE NOT PATRONS? 
Absolutely. We encourage you to use  
this space with up to three guests. 

HOW TO USE THE SMITH CENTRE
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CAN I USE THE SPACE  
TO HOST MY OWN EVENTS? 
Yes. Galileo Circle Patrons are entitled to  
a complimentary use of the Smith Centre 
for a private event, with Newton Circle 
Patrons enjoying two complimentary  
uses as part of their Patronage*.

Commercial hire of the Smith Centre  
is also available. Please contact us for  
more information about hire costs.

To find out more about hiring  
the Smith Centre please contact  
patrons@sciencemuseum.ac.uk 

ACCESSIBILITY
The Smith Centre is fully accessible  
with stair-free access from the Main 
Entrance, Group Entrance and across  
the courtyard. There is a lift which  
provides access to all three levels  
and an accessible toilet available.

*Please note, room hire is subject to availability, and an alternative venue may be provided.  
Galileo and Newton Patrons are welcome to hire meeting rooms as part of their Patronage benefits. 
Catering and logistical costs not included. 

SMITH CENTRE FLOOR PLAN



OBJECT HIGHLIGHTS 1. General Electrical Company

The Smith Centre houses one of the 
Science Museum’s largest paintings, 
General Electrical Company, Witton 
Works Birmingham by Terence Cuneo. 
This masterpiece depicts the interior 
of the workshop of the General Electric 
Company. Cuneo began his artistic 
career as an illustrator, but came to 
worldwide attention as official artist at 
Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation in 1953. 
See if you can spot the small mouse that 
he included in every one of his paintings 
from 1953 onwards. 

2. Centaure sounding rocket

Displayed in the staircase, this rocket, 
first flown in Sweden in 1968, was 
launched during a geomagnetic storm 
to study the Earth’s upper atmosphere. 
Once it reached the correct altitude,  
the rocket released a payload of 
chemicals into the atmosphere, which 
then emitted light. These light trails 
were photographed from the ground.

3. Model of Dominion Monarch

This exquisite model of the luxury 
passenger and refrigerated cargo 
liner stands in the centre of the Salon. 
Completed in 1939, the Dominion 
Monarch served regularly on the route 
between Britain and New Zealand via 
Australia. When launched it was the 
largest and most powerful motor ship  
in the world and remains the largest  
all-first-class liner ever built.

4. Replica of A7LB Lunar Extravehicular  
 Mobility Unit spacesuit

Astronaut Eugene Cernan was the last 
person to set foot on the surface of the 
Moon, as part of the Apollo 17 mission 
in December 1972. This high-quality 
replica of his A7LB Lunar Extravehicular 
Mobility Unit spacesuit, displayed in 
the basement, includes a portable life-
support system and other components 
which enabled Cernan to explore the 
lunar surface.
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